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COST OF LIVING — FEES AND CHARGES 

56. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Why is the Premier hitting hardworking Western Australian households to the 
tune of $1 000 per household over the next two years when he promised not to and they can ill afford it? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I repeat: the figures quoted by the Leader of the Opposition I think explain why the state is now in the dire financial 
position it is in because he has no idea when it comes to working out the cost of things. 
I want to take members to another issue. We are in the process of sorting out the fees and charges that will be 
introduced as part of the traditional annual increase in fees and charges that kicks in on 1 July. Every government 
has to do that. It is unfortunate, but, as I outlined, we inherited a catastrophic financial situation. Members should 
cast back their minds to 2008, when the government elected at that time, the Liberal–National government, 
inherited surpluses of $2 billion a year and inherited a net debt position of $3.6 billion —the best in the country 
and the best in history. I want members to cast their minds back to that period. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member, you asked a question and the Premier is giving an answer. Just listen to it, please. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I know the Speaker remembers this well. In the first budget of the Liberal–National 
government electricity prices increase by 25.6 per cent. Over the eight years in office — 
Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Over the eight years that the Liberals and Nationals were in power electricity prices increased 
by 89.9 per cent. In the first year, it was 25.6 per cent; in the second year, it was 16.1 per cent. No amount of 
obfuscation or verballing by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition can get away from the fact that they were disastrous 
financial managers, they hurt the people of Western Australia and they do not have a leg to stand on. 
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